AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES



Resolution:  



(A-09)

Introduced by:
American College of Emergency Physicians
Subject:
Model Physician Health Program Act
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Whereas, our AMA supports the concept of physician health programs and the right of privacy and confidentiality of medical information of physician patients, and

Whereas, existing AMA policy and model legislation, “Model Impaired Physicians Treatment Act” of 1985 should be updated and re-titled in view of research and relevant policies developed over the intervening decades, and

Whereas, many but not all states maintain some type of physician health program, but there is remarkable variability in the organization, administration, and funding mechanisms existing among these  programs; and 
Whereas, there is wide variability in relationships between physician health programs and licensing authorities, especially regarding mandatory reporting relationships and permissible confidentiality arrangements regarding physician licensee-clients, and 
Whereas, physicians are often unaware of the actual reporting relationships and confidentiality provisions regarding the physician health program in their state or territory; and
Whereas, clear reporting relationships between physician health programs and corresponding licensing authorities protect the public by assuring that potentially impaired physicians may access the physician health program for diagnostic or therapeutic interventions, with guaranteed confidentiality unless there is actual impairment, and
Whereas, a guaranteed funding mechanism for physician health programs will assure their continued availability to licensees regardless of political influence or individual licensee physicians’ financial considerations, therefore be it
RESOLVED, that our AMA study the differences among physician health programs and their confidentiality safeguards and funding mechanisms, and report back at A-10; and be it further

RESOLVED, that our AMA update our policy and model legislation regarding physician health programs to facilitate the enactment of legislative changes that would promote safe and effective utilization of physician health programs; and be it further

RESOLVED, that our AMA educate members to help ensure they are fully knowledgeable about the purpose of physician health programs and the relationship that exists between the physician health program and the licensing authority in their state or territory  
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